II.            IMPORT  AND   EXPORT   STATISTICS.

to be approximately correct; and for a Customs
authority to apply the same rigorous scrutiny to
every such declaration as would be adopted in
the case of a declaration affecting" revenue, would
involve undue inconvenience to trade.
7. The above remarks can be most simply
explained by a concrete example. I give on page 56
in a tabular form particulars of the imports into
Calcutta of Java sugar of Dutch standard 16 to
22, for each month of the calendar year 1910.
This sugar is assessed to duty on a tariff valuation
basis, the rate fixed for 1910 being Rs. 9 per
cwt. The table shows for each month the average
market rate (cu??i-duty) of such sugar as ascertained
by independent inquiries at the time, the value
of the sugar at these rates, and also the net (i.e.,
ex-duty) values declared by importers.
Sugar showed an unexpected rise in price in the
earlier months of the year and an equally unexpect-
ed drop towards the close. Though, therefore, the
valuation adopted was slightly in favour of the
importers, it approximated on the whole very closely
to the average price fixed for the whole year. The
table is incidentally interesting as showing the in-
accuracies which may arise from applying to the
total transactions for a period the average price
for the whole period without reference' to the
magnitude of the transactions which have taken
place in different portions of the period. The
average price at the foot of column 2 of the table